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What is Flickr? 
 Flickr (www.flickr.com) is a 
powerful image hosting 
website where users can 
share, organize, and comment 
on photographs.  It is free to 
set up an account and upload 
photos, although a “Pro” 
account may be purchased for 
about $2 a month.  

Signing Up for Flickr 
Since Flickr is part of Yahoo, if you already have a Yahoo ID, you have all you need!  If not, setting up a 
Yahoo ID is easy.  On the main page of Flickr, click on the “Create Your Account.” Fill out the form, and 
you will soon be ready to post photos and do all the other fun stuff on Flickr. 

Uploading Photos 
To upload photos, click on “Upload Photos” on your home page.  Click the link that says “Choose 
Photos” and a box will open that allows you to select files to add to Flickr.  When you find the photos 
you want, double click on it to select it as the one you want to upload. Click the upload button.  After 
you photos have finished uploading, you’ll also see a link that says “add a description”.  Click on this link 
to start the next part of the process which is naming and tagging your photos. 

Organizing, Tagging and Grouping Photos 
Tagging is a way of assigning descriptive words to your photos so you (and others) can more easily find 
them.  Tags can be anything you want them to be— the city the photo was taken in, objects or people in 
the photo, a special abbreviation for an event (BBQ2008), and so on.   

 Your Photostream 
According to Flickr, your 
photostream is “a visual history of 
everything you’ve ever uploaded”.  If 
you have a free Flickr account, you’ll 
only be able to see the 200 most 
recent images in your photostream.  
Flickr still keeps the images though, 
so if you link to them somewhere 
else on the internet they’ll still be 
viewable there.  Also, if you decide to 
upgrade your account, those images 
will all be there in your photostream 
to view again. 
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Diving a Bit Deeper into your Photostream —Viewing Individual Photos  
If you click on a photo, you can view it in a larger size on it’s individual photo page. On the individual 
photo page you can not only view the photo in a larger size, you can also view and add tags to the photo 
and add comments.   

Fun Things to Do with Flickr 
 
Groups 
There are Flickr groups surrounding almost every topic.  Groups in Flickr have discussion areas and 
what’s called Group Photo Pools—a place where members can put up photos that they think other 
group members would appreciate.  Try finding a group that interests you—if you’re feeling adventurous, 
see if you can join and throw your pictures in the pool!   
 
Explore 
Maybe you’re just here to look at pretty pictures.   That’s OK.  Flickr has something for you too.  Up at 
the top of your home page is a link called “Explore”.  If you click this link, Flickr will offer you some ways 
to browse through 
some of their most 
interesting 
photographs.  You can 
browse by a calendar, 
look at photos on the 
map, or just look at 
some of the most 
recent uploads.  If you 
find a photo you like, 
you can click on the 
thumbnail to see it full 
size, and from there 
you can view the 
photostream of the 
person who took the 
photo to see if they 
have anything else you 
like.   

Remember 
Review the 
“Community Guidelines” for using Flickr. These are a set of do’s and don’ts that will help you use the site 
responsibly.  Mainly this involves posting appropriate pictures that you took, and not posting 
inappropriate pictures or pictures that don’t belong to you.  The community guidelines are there to help 
keep Flickr a place that everyone can enjoy, and following them also means you won’t get your account 
deleted. 
 


