What the Library Means to Me
By Asherah Bealer

When some one says the library, the first thing tomes to mind are books. | love
books. | enjoy the adventure and excitement ofyestry. | read. There are still things |
need to read. Without the library | would not béeab read a book. My family has very
little money and | could not afford all the booksrijoy, like Harry Potter, Ghostgirl, and
Emily the Strange. I'm happy that we have the lifprao | can read these books and
many others. Learning and enjoying them all. Whesalk to a library | see people with
shadows. | imagine that the shadows are carryingdand they come to a crosswalk.
One of the lights says go and is facing a hug@&he. other crosswalk says don’t walk,

and is facing the library. Some go to the hugedwdoise the light say walk, and shen they
do the shadows drop the books.

When some walk toward the crosswalk that is admss the library they wait for the
light to change. When it does change they walksscemd there shadows piles of books
become bigger. Every time some one comes to tharipthey gain more knowledge.
Every time | go to the library my shadows stackobks becomes bigger.

Sometimes | have bad days, I'm upset and | comeehtormy crazy family. | love them
very much but sometimes | need to be alone, argf tithes being alone makes me more
upset and sad. So | grab a book and read: thetarae | read for hours nonstop. | really
enjoy myself. | enjoy the happy parts and sad p#résscary parts, and sometimes the
romatic stuff. | have a lot of friends but not allthem read books, some read short
summarys so the don’t have to read the assigneksidomm school. | force my friend
Nikia to read. | never though about what it wae li& not read books. If no one reads
books then theres no reason to have a librariietiets no library how do we learn new
recipes, build furniture, fix a car, and how toghgour child when there sick. Without
books this world be a huge wreck. That's one redsgqpreciate that library, because it
provides knowledge and information for everyone.

Librarians take care of our librarys and helpsing books. There are a lot of books in a
library. | couldn’t possible find a book for jusigiebra all by myself. That's why we
have librarians to help us look for information mesed. | used to think being a librarian
was easy, just take a book off the shelf and hatada kid. But they have to be organized
and fast. | watched a librarian put books awatgak him thirty whole minutes. That's a
lot of work. You have to find the call number ahén find the match. Sometimes the
librarians even suggest books you should rea#deldil the librarians at the West End.
Mr. Larry is nice and greets everyone who comes in.

Ms. Anne is organized and suggest books for medd.r

Ms. Lin shows me movies and books she thinks | iigé.

(She can put away 15 books in 5 minutes.)

Ms. Dierric is close to my age and talks to me alsahool.

Mr. Dante helps keep us safe.



One librarian brought her baby to the library towhus. That was nice of her.
The librarians do more then just help they talkn® about regular things.

My future is very important to me. | am an artlsénjoy all art. | don’t get to go to the
museums a whole lot. So most of the time | cheakbmut from the library to read
about art and artists. I'm no in th® §rade. | am writing a short story. | watch theesth
kids in my class struggle with what to write, na@.rhhave so many ideas, | enjoy
writing storys and that’s because the library iresghime to write storys. I've read so
many books from the library. Don’t you think witlutathe library | would struggle with
making a short story? | think | would. When | g&tey | plan to write a story about a
librarian and how she gets sucked into a bookllldenate my first copy to the West
End to say “Thank you.”

| believe coming to the library helps build up cieter and personality. Well the library
build up character and personality. I think I'llbbr up to be a fine young women and
fulfill my dreams. Being able to come to the libraenjoying and learning from the
librarians and the books has and is a blessingand my family. It is also a tradition
that | know | will continue. Ever world | said i®Ww | feel about the library and what it
means to me.

Thank you.



