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“We’ve often been asked why the Library puts so much time and energy into our summer 
reading program,” said Lisa Hamrick, Manager of the Children’s Learning Center at the Main 
Library. “Studies show that students lose some of their literacy skills if they don’t use them 
during summer school breaks. We try to make ReadQuest as engaging and fun as possible to 
keep kids reading while school is out. Reading over the summer enhances student achievement.” 
According to the National Reading Panel’s 2000 report, hundreds of correlation studies suggest 
that “the more children read, the better their fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.” 
 
“By emphasizing fun and prizes for reading as well as offering kids a huge range of books to 
choose from, we try to stimulate interest in voluntary reading,” she continued. “The real rewards 
are not the inexpensive incentives, but the joy of reading!” 
 
ReadQuest is supported by the Friends of the Public Library, which provided funding for special 
programs throughout the summer, and the Anderson Township Library Association, providing 
support for programs at the Anderson and Mt. Washington branches.  
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bInformation about events at the Main Library and 41 branch libraries is available on the 
Internet site: www.CincinnatiLibrary.org. 
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