May 14, 2008
Public Library Remembers “The Forgotten War”

By Preserving Memories Through Veterans History Prgect

Korean War Overview: Often called “The
Forgotten War” the Korean War, a majof™20
century conflict, has received less attention than
its predecessor, World War Il, or successor, the
Vietnam War. Within two days of the pre-dawn
strike on June 25, 1950, when the North Korean
Army crossed the3Bparallel into South Korea,
the United States joined United Nations member
countries and announced intervention. In the dags t
followed, U.S. troops bombed the Han River Valley
and President Truman ordered ground forces to Kamdaauthorized the
Air Force to bomb North Korea. Over the next thyears, 1.8 million
American men and women served in a conflict thaioeéd over 54,000
American lives and resulted in over 160,000 camsalt

Veterans History Project Marches Forward: On June 25, the Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County, an official partner in the Librasy Congress’s Veterans History Project (VHP), will
begin honoring and preserving the memories of Kol¥ar veterans. VHP, established by the

United States Congress in 2000, cooperates witl twganizations to collect and archive the persona
recollections of U.S. wartime veterans. Copiesecbrdings and materials will be submitted to the
Library of Congress for inclusion in a nationalatzse, archived at the Cincinnati Library and stesh
from the Library’s website. For the past two yetes Public Library has recorded the memories ofemor
than 200 local World War 1l veterans. Their firetnd accounts and photographs have created an
historical record not available elsewhere. Theaduip will proudly add the recollections of KorearaWVv
veterans to their archives, while continuing tooreicthe memories of World War Il veterans.

PHOTOS BELOW: The portrait is of Harry Falck, a veteran who sdrireboth WWII and Korea and who was also
interviewed by staff members of the Public LibrafyCincinnati & Hamilton County. The second phaof a prisoner of war
camp that Mr. Falck was housed in during the Kohd&r. The camp was in Pyoktong, North Korea (onNbeth
Korean/Chinese border). The final image is ofadlét issued to POWSs after the ceasefire, whiahwadd these prisoners to
return to the U.N lines without being harassed lbythlKoreans.

To volunteer for an interview
and help future generations
“remember” the Korean Warr,
contact the Library’s Veterans
History Project at ...

(513) 369-6907 or visit
www?2.cincinnatilibrary.org/vets




