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First Year's Success Celebrated
at Bond Hill Branch Library

August 27, 2008 — The Bond Hill Branch Library celebrated its First
Anniversary with a community party on August 7. More than 700 enthusiastic
customers of all ages found themselves at the Public Library of Cincinnati &
Hamilton County’s newest branch library rocking to the beat of music provided
by WIZF-FM. “WIZ” radio host Simone Party got the fun rolling with musical
chairs, a hula hoop contest, birthday buzz, giveaways, and a karaoke contest.

Other activities enjoyed throughout the afternoon included kids’ games,
making birthday cards for the branch, face painting by staff from the Bond
Hill Recreation Center, and Dance, Dance Revolution (an interactive video
game for teens). Photos taken with the Library’s mascot (Rufus the Reading
Dog) brought smiles to many faces as did the ice cream donated by United
Dairy Farmers. The event reached its pinnacle with a harmonious
performance by seven members of Team Cincinnati (winners of the “Clash of
Choirs” television competition led on air by pop rock star Nick Lachey).

The community turnout is a

reflection of how well this

innovative arrangement between the Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County and the Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency (CAA)
has been received. “For our customers the new branch has meant more library
services, more resources, and more programming, all in one beautifully
designed modern facility that better serves their ever-changing needs,” said
Kim Fender Executive Director of the Library. “This exciting event was a way
for us to celebrate the branch’s success while thanking the community for
supporting this joint venture.”

Among those who attended
the celebration was Ohio Senator Eric Kearney.
Sen. Kearney, who visited with attendees, also
took time to contribute a few thoughts about the
branch for a video recorded by the Library. “The
Bond Hill Branch, which is celebrating its first
anniversary, is an absolute jewel in our
community,” said Sen. Kearney. “It's beautifully
designed, it's welcoming, it's fun, and the people here are very, very
nice. So | would encourage everyone to come and visit.” Watch for the
video to be posted on www.CincinnatiLibrary.org in mid-September.

The event was sponsored by the Friends of the Public Library, who staffed an information booth, along with the Bond Hill
Recreation Center, Bond Hill and Roselawn community councils, Headstart, Hamilton County Job & Family Services,
Foster Care, Cincinnati Leadership Academy, Academy of Multilingual Immersion Studies, and Bond Hill Academy.

Photo Captions: _Clockwise (left to right) family fun activities including hula-hooping were part of the Bond Hill Branch
Library’s First Anniversary Celebration. Entertainment included a performance from members of Team Cincinnati, and
games, giveaways and music hosted by radio host Simone Party of WIZF-FM. Ice cream (courtesy of United Dairy
Farmers) was enjoyed by many including (back row) Tomeiko Payne, Annie Early and (middle row) K'nya Williams,
Mikel Reese and (front row) Zaire Gibson. Plus, Ohio Senator Eric Kearney (lower left) stopped by to visit with attendees
and then took time to offer a few thoughts about the Bond Hill Branch for a video recorded by the Public Library. more
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Bond Hill Branch Library Success Revealed Through | ncreased Usage:

From January through July 2008, the public borrowed 110,403 items from new Bond Hill Branch Library. This is a
27% increase over the combined circulation of the old Bond Hill and Roselawn branch libraries during the same
period in 2007.

As of July 2007, the old Bond Hill Branch had the lowest circulation of all 41 branch libraries. Thus far in 2008 it is
ranked 26th in circulation and 8th of the 16 branch libraries located within the City of Cincinnati.

The Bond Hill Branch has led all 39 other branch libraries in both the number of programs presented and also
attendance at these programs thus far in 2008. The branch presented a total of 448 programs, more than 28%
higher than any other branch library. These programs were attended by 13,792 people (or 42% more than
program attendance at any other branch).
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