N

THE ?hy.IIiLs Hre?;i;
ssistant PR Manager
PUBLIC : .

LIBRARY Phone (513) 369-4571

Phyllis.Hegner@ Cincinnatilibrary.org
of Cincinnati

and
Hamilton County

Emily Mueller FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

800 Vine Street Media Communications Specialist
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2071 Phone (513) 369-6959 P ress Re I ea Se
www.Cincinnatilibrary.org Emily.Mueller@ Cincinnatilibrany.org

August 25, 2008

Library’s New Digitization Equipment Opens Doors to Amazing Discoveries
Share Your Collection Without Jeopardizing Its Secu rity —

Enter the Public Library’s Digitization Contest!

The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton Couniy on a treasure hunt! Perhaps you own a tintype of
Ulysses S. Grant's family or an album of Victoriaatercolors. Maybe it's a handwritten cookbook from
Colonial times or a page from a medieval manuscvifitatever your treasure, the Library now has the
ability to help you share it with the world withadisclosing your identity! Through the process of
digitization, it's possible to make a high qualktgctronic image of your materials—even very fragil
items—uwithout causing them any damage. Once degltithese collectibles can be posted on the Litsrary
Web site in the Virtual, or electronic, Library whehey'll be available, for free, to the world.@Vtase
your treasure to the global community either asattieowledged or anonymous collector.

About the Public Library’s Digitization Contest

The Library invites the local community to entamits of regional, national, and even international
importance into its Digitization Contest. Contessameed not submit original materials. Instead, Woad
and complete an entry form fattp://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/wikicontesA panel of judges, including
Wes Cowan — founder and owner of Cowan’s Auctitms, who stars in the PBS television sekiistory
Detectivesand is a featured appraiserAntiques Roadshow will review only the submitted entry forms
and select three to five treasures to digitize aatdito the Virtual Library for world to see for ééWinners
will be notified by Wednesday, October 1.

For more information, contact the Library DirectdrTechnical Services Jason Buydos at
Jason.Buydos@CincinnatiLibrary.oog (513) 369-3193.

The Public Library’s Own “Tale of Two Treasures”

The Library recently digitized and added one obits treasures, the logbook of the
good shipAlliance,to the Virtual Library. The burlap-covered manugtaohronicles the
18" century whaler's three-year (1791-1794) voyagenfidantucket, Massachusetts, to
the Indian Ocean, to New Holland (now Australiadd dack. First mate Andrew
Pinkham recorded the dangers of whaling and sealimghat has become one of the
earliest surviving accounts of a whaling voyagéhIndian Ocean.

Andrew Pinkham went on to captain many more whading cargo ships before he and
his family settled in Tate Township (Clermont Cogniustralian maritime historian
Rod Dickson recently published a transcriptionhaf éntire log and is writing a book about the veyafithe
Alliance and its companion ship thesia Thanks to the Nantucket Historical Associatidw Library also
digitized theAsids log and, in the process, reunited the booksHerfirst time in more than 200 years.
The Main Library’s Cincinnati Room still houses #kiances original manuscript, and now customers
from anywhere in the world can read both accouhtse@same voyage from two different perspectives —
some even from the same days — in the Virtual Ijbra
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After an article about thalliance andAsiaappeared in the Library’s newsletter,
someone came forward with another of Andrew PinKhdogbooks detailing his
adventures en route from New York to Spain abdaedPtesidentl801 Privateers
seized the ship, its cargo, and captain near Gdérahd only released Captain
Pinkham and his ship after holding them prisonef7ibdays. During the narrow
escape to home, he wrote President Thomas Jeffalsmr the American Counsel in
Spain’s unwillingness to help a fellow countrymand received a reply from the
Secretary of State James Madison.

Through this person’s generosity, tRresidents logbook, long thought lost, has
been digitized and added to the Virtual Libraryatidition, the Library has been able
to add eight letters penned and received from thieh@m’s home in Bethel, Ohio.

Ginger & David Walworth of Kelso, Washington, recently
visited the Main Library’s “Cincinnati Room” to see David's great,
great, great grandfather’s ship log of the Alliance from 1791 and
the President from 1801. His ancestor Andrew Pinkham was born
in Nantucket, Massachusetts, and captained many whaling and
cargo ships around the world. Captain Pinkham, who eventually
settled near Cincinnati, brought several original letters and
documents from the early 1800s with him. One letter even
describes the arrival of the remains of President William Henry
Harrison by steamboat in April of 1841 for burial at North Bend,
Ohio. All of these items were generously donated to the Library
for its Cincinnati Room.

The Virtual Library

The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton Coungytollection includes more than 10 million items —
audiobooks, music CDs, DVDs, printed publicatiomshsas books, magazines, and newspapers, and even
digital items like e-books and e-videos. Customesgarching their family histories often head ® Mwain
Library’s Genealogy and Local History Departmenséarch the collection’s city directories from )50
cities. But, what if someone could access the threxs from a home computer? The Library was rdgent
awarded a grant to make the city directories adalesat no charge to anyone, anywhere, via themnete

A Library Services and Technology Act grant fundeel purchase of state-of-the art equipment spedific
designed for converting tangible materials likg directories into a digital, or virtual, formathfiough a
process known as digitization, a robotic scannirsiesn photographs these materials and procesgas the
into a downloadable PDF that is stored online enVfirtual Library — a digital repository of histoal
treasures and resources available free of charhpe@4 a day, 7 days a week at
http://virtuallibrary.cincinnatilibrary.org/virtuibrary/. Customers visiting this virtual location can sbar
entire directories for a specific word or a naméhwi its pages without ever physically visiting thérary.

In addition to city directories from 1819-1894, tetual Library also houses digital versions ofg®o0ks,
such as Captain Pinkham'’s ship logs, photograptisesen letters penned by Abraham Lincoln himself.




