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Main Library #1 Busiest in the U.S. 
Each year since 1988 the Public Library Association, a division of 

the American Library Association, publishes a statistical report of 

data from nearly 1,000 public libraries across the United States. A 

review of the 2008 report, which utilizes 2007 data, found that the 

Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County’s Main Library 

(800 Vine Street) is the busiest public library building in the country, 

circulating more than 4 million items per year. To achieve this top 

ranking Cincinnati’s Main Library had more annual circulation than 

the central libraries of Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, Brooklyn, 

Queens, Miami-Dade, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Columbus, San 

Francisco and Seattle. 

Library Ranked in the Top 10 Circulating Libraries 

The Public Library Data Service 2008 Statistical Report also confirmed that the Public Library of Cincinnati and 

Hamilton County system as a whole once again remained among the top 10 circulating libraries in the country, 

ranking 10th overall with a circulation of 14. 8 million. 

Top 10 Circulating Library Systems 

# Library Circulation 

10 Cincinnati 14.8 million 

9 Phoenix 14.9 million  

8 Los Angeles 15.5 million  

7 Cuyahoga County 16.4 million 

6 Brooklyn 16.4 million 

5 New York Public 16.5 million 

4 Columbus Metro 16.9 million 

3 King County 19 million 

2 Multnomah County 19.9 million 

1 Queens 21 million 

 

The Main Library (800 Vine Street) is the busiest 
library building in the country. 

 

For more information, visit the Public Library online: 
http://www.CincinnatiLibrary.org.  


