
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 17, 2008 

Free Library Services Pay Off During Tough Times 
Receive Assistance with These Top Ten Reminders  
Strapped for cash? Need help searching for a job or updating your resume? Think improving your word 
processing skills might help? Perhaps your kids are having trouble with their homework. Or, maybe, it’s difficult 
finding inexpensive things to do with your family. Getting help is closer than you think.  Whether looking to be 
entertained or educated, the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County provides all sorts of ways to help 
you and your family get through these tough times. In today’s economic slowdown many people are 
rediscovering the perks of owning a library card. The price is right—it’s free—and with it comes access to lots of 
free services. Check out these ten important reminders of what’s available, all at no cost, at your Library.  
 

1. Search for Jobs in the Career Resource Center.  Located in the 
Main Library’s Information & Reference Department, it’s a good 
place for jobseekers to begin. Both print and online resources in 
the Career Resource Center help with career choice and 
development, cover letter and resume writing, interviewing, and 
job searching. Plus, workshops like the upcoming “Online Job 
Searching” on February 5 at noon and “Research the Company, 
and Win the Job” on February 21 at noon are available throughout 
the year. Additionally, all examination preparation books (such as 
Civil Service, Certified Public Accountant, Real Estate Agent) are 
found here. Learning Library Express is accessible on the Library’s  
website 24/7 to support preparation for academic or professional  
exams with a collection of online practices tests and tutorials. 

 

2. Update your resume. Apply online.  Your local Library provides print resources for jobseekers as well as 
assistance applying for jobs and posting resumes online. You can also use word processing and other 
software for updating your resume or writing cover letters. At least one computer at each Library location 
runs Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint applications from the Microsoft Office Standard 2000 edition. 
Avoid a wait. Reserve a computer up to 48 hours prior to your visit through Envisionware, a time 
management software application, which can be accessed by using your library card number and PIN. 

 

3. Learn a new skill.  With a variety of free classes available at the Library, learning basic computer skills (such 
as using Microsoft Word or Excel), making smarter investment decisions, and becoming more savvy about 
stretching food dollars are as close as your nearest branch. Check out all the choices by picking up a 
program calendar at your local Library or log onto www.CincinnatiLibrary.org. For those looking to further 
their education, GED Practice Testing is regularly scheduled at selected Library locations in collaboration 
with Cincinnati Public Schools ABLE Program and Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career 
Development. Registration is required. Contact the Literacy Coordinator at (513) 369-4570.  

 

4. Connect to Free Internet & WiFi.  Studies conducted in 2008 show American families averaged $40 a 
month for Internet Provider Service. With 650 computers available in the Library’s 41 locations around 
Hamilton County, it’s easy to take advantage of free Internet service. Conduct searches and sign up for an 
email account on one of them. Or, go portable. Bring in your own “broadband-ready” laptop. There’s free 
WiFi access throughout the Main Library. WiFi is also currently being rolled out in stages and will be ready 
for access at all Library locations by early 2009.           - more -  

Dawn Vettel of Finneytown gets help from 
Carrie Dressman, librarian in charge of the 
Career Resource Center at the Main Library.  
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5. Find data. Boost your business.  The Library’s many databases and online tools come from reliable, 

respected sources. Access them online 24/7 on the Library’s website. All you need is your library card 
number and PIN. Some business oriented ones include DemograhicsNow, for better understanding your 
customers, and Reference USA, for information on millions of U.S. or Canadian companies and households. 
In the Business & Company Resource Center find information and articles on national and international 
companies, products, and market share. Business NewsBank features business articles from hundreds of 
regional and national newspapers, newswires and business journals.  

 

6. Visit the Small Business Resource Center.  Information in print and online on all aspects of starting and 
running a small business can be found here. Likewise, business plan examples, “how to” books on starting 
and running a particular type of business, legal information (as well as sources on demographics, industry 
comparisons, and competitive analysis) are available. Plus, the Small Business Resource Center located at 
the Main Library regularly offers instruction and workshops throughout the year. 

 

7. Be smart. Get your kids homework help . Students have access to wide a collection of reference materials 
including dictionaries, encyclopedias, almanacs, atlases, and more at the Library. They can also log on daily 
from 2:00-11:00 p.m. to Homework Chat� a free service provided by the Library enabling students in grades 
3-12 to work with expert tutors on a wide range of subjects in an “online classroom.” Homework Chat can be 
accessed through the Library’s Kidspace or Teenspace websites (devoted to enriching youth through 
interactive online alternatives). Additionally, the Main Library’s Homework Central offers Hamilton County 
primary and secondary students homework assistance—in person, by phone, email, and on the Internet—in 
a safe, nurturing environment conducive to study and learning. Tutors are also available weekdays after 
school at the Avondale and Price Hill branch libraries.  

 

8. “Test-drive” it before buying.  Make sure your purchases work for you, before buying. Borrow for free from 
the Library’s wide variety of books, audiobooks, music on CDs, and DVDs. There’s also an amazing range of 
magazines and newspapers. Check them out and then add up the savings! (*According to a study conducted 
in early 2008, the price of a children’s book averaged $21. ** In 2007, a hardback book for an adult averaged 
around $26 and soft covers ran anywhere from $15 to $20. Source: *School Library Journal, **Albert Greco, 
professor of marketing, Fordham University) 

 

9. Be entertained for free! Use the Library for a family night out or 
to master a hobby without spending money. Choose from 
activities like knitting, gardening, cooking or researching your 
family tree. The Library offers thousands of free programs 
reaching out to all ages through all 41 of its locations. Storytimes 
for infants, toddlers and preschoolers take place year-round as do 
making crafts or art, watching puppet shows or movies, and 
music, magna and video gaming. Once school lets out, the 
Library’s Summer Reading Program kicks in motivating kids and 
teens to keep on reading. Book clubs and author visits also bring 
adult readers together. For more ideas, pick up the monthly program calendar at your local Library or log 
onto www.CincinnatiLibrary.org. 

 

10. Can’t get to the Library. Find it online.  Digital videos can be downloaded 24/7 including A&E Biography 
titles, children’s titles, travel shows, documentaries, and music instruction from the Library’s website at 
www.CincinnatiLibrary.org. A variety of audiobooks and ebooks can also be downloaded to your MP3 player. 
Keep up on new titles added to the collection by accessing “New Arrivals.” Web feeds and Really Simple 
Syndication (RSS) can also be added to your reader.  Receive email notification of due dates and holds on 
your account. And, don’t miss the latest word on upcoming Library programs, products, and services in the 
new eLinks newsletter. 

 
Photo Caption:  LaQuetta Kinebrew, 24, of Hartwell, leads “Knitting for Beginners & Beyond” in the Main Library’s Popular Library. 
From left, are knitters Nancy Castleman of Dayton, Kentucky, LaQuetta Kinebrew, and Mercedes Obaudo of downtown Cincinnati. 


