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Charles Darwin: Get the True Story at the Main Library 
Dr. John van Wyhe Reveals the Real Darwin� Friday, April 17, 4:00 p.m., Huenefeld Tower Room 
 

uch of what is commonly accepted as the truth about Charles Darwin isn’t actually true. He did not 
discover evolution on the Galapagos Islands; Darwin's finches were not the turning point of his 
research; he did not keep his theory secret for 20 years; he was not trying to undermine religion; and 

he was not an atheist.  
 
On Friday, April 17, at 4:00 p.m., Dr. John van Wyhe of Cambridge University will 
reveal what Darwin really did and said during Charles Darwin: The True Story at the 
Main Library’s Huenefeld Tower Room (800 Vine Street, 3rd Floor). A Bye-Fellow of 
Christ’s College – Darwin’s own college – and a member of the British Society for the 
History of Science, Dr. John van Wyhe’s recent research has challenged the long-held 
view that Darwin held back or kept his theory secret for 20 years.  
 
Charles Darwin: The True Story is co-sponsored by the Library Programs Fund and the 
University of Cincinnati as part of the 2009 Darwin Sesquicentennial Celebration 
Program. This collaborative community education program for Greater Cincinnati 
celebrates the 200th anniversary of Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of the 
publication of his famous work, On the Origin of Species.  Partners include the 
University of Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky University, Xavier University, College of 
Mount St. Joseph, Thomas More College, Cincinnati Museum Center, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, 
and the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County.   
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit http://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/ or call 369-6945. 

Mind the Gap: Did Darwin Avoid Publishing His Theory for 20 Years? 
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 4:00 P.M.� University of Cincinnati, Engineering Research Center, Room 427 
 
It is widely believed that Charles Darwin avoided publishing his theory of evolution for many years. Many 
explanations have been proposed to identify Darwin's reasons or motives for doing so. This lecture will 
demonstrate that Darwin's delay is a recent historiographical theme for which there is no clear evidence, and 
indeed is overwhelmingly contradicted by the historical evidence. It is also shown that Darwin's belief in 
evolution was not a secret before publication. Instead of a man afraid of his secret theory being revealed to his 
prejudiced contemporaries, it is demonstrated that Darwin was understandably very busy and began his species 
book when he had completed work in hand, just as he had intended all along. This lecture will therefore rewrite 
a fundamental chapter in the story of Darwin's life and work as usually told.  
(From http://darwin-online.org.uk/content/frameset?viewtype=text&itemID=A544&pageseq=1) 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit http://www.uc.edu/darwin/, or contact Wendy Hart Beckman, (513) 556-1826, 
beckmawh@UCMAIL.UC.EDU. 
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