PRESS RELEASE

“Paving The Way: Stories From the Negro Leagues and the

Integration of Baseball” at the Main Library on April 18 - 3:00 p.m.

- March 31, 2009 - The Public library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County is proud to partner with the Cincinnati Reds
Hall of Fame and the National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center in celebration of the third annual Civil Rights
Game to be played for the first time at Great American
Ballpark. The game will take place on June 20, 2009
between the Reds and Chicago White Sox. To help honor
this game and those who were integral to the integration of
baseball, the Main Library will be hosting a discussion panel
of local Negro League players on Saturday, April 18 at 3:00
p.m. The program is also part of its Main Library Celebration.

. The panel, moderated by John Erardi of The Cincinnati
Enquirer, will relate stories of life in the Negro Leagues and the integration of baseball as well as address
the importance of those activities to society in general. It will include local players who experienced both the
Negro Leagues and the early days of the integrated Majors.

PHOTO CAPTION: Sports fans meet Chuck Harmon and Ch  arlie "Whip" Davis at a previous Library program

About the Speakers

Charlie “Whip” Davis spent five years pitching for the Memphis Red
Sox of the Negro American League. He got his nickname from country star
Charlie Pride who was Mr. Davis’ roommate when the two played
professional baseball. At one point, Mr. Davis won twenty games in a row
and relieved legendary pitcher Satchel Paige in the 1953 East-West All Star
Game.

Charlie “Whip™ Davis
Birthdate: 3-15-27
Birthplace: Fort Valley, Georgia
Position: Pitcher
Memphis Red Sox (1950-1955)

Ron Ron “Bunny” Warren played in the
S Negro Leagues after Jackie Robinson = o
broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball Mr. Warren played for
Ml hc Birmingham Black Barons and had a Minor League contract with the
. e Brooklyn Dodgers. After this Mr. Warren spent 16 years playing with a
.. local semi pro team, the Cincinnati Tigers.

Detroit Stars

Indianapolis Clowns

Ee .l Chuck Harmon played in the Negro

g leagues for the Indianapolis Clowns
before signing a Minor League contract
with the St. Louis Browns. He remained
in the Browns system until being traded to the Cincinnati Reds. In 1953 Mr.
Harmon made his Major League debut as the first African American player
to play for the Reds. He would later go on to play for the St. Louis
Cardinals and Philadelphia Phillies before retiring in 1957.

This 3:00 p.m. panel discussion featuring players f ~ rom the Negro Leagues is also part of a special aft  ernoon
event celebrating the Main Library as “America’s Bu siest Public Library.” Starting at 1:00 p.m. enjoy family fun
activities, music, prizes, & more. Plus, visit with radio hosts from The WIZ, MOJO & The Buzz.




