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May 14, 2009 

Public Library Encourages Families to Read Together June 1–July 31 

Summer Reading: It’s Not Just For Kids!   
Summer Reading is back and everyone is invited 
(preschoolers, school-age kids, teens, parents, grandparents 
as well as any adult) to discover the pleasures of reading 
together at the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County. From June 1 through July 31, the entire family can 
explore all the Library has to offer while earning incentives 
and chances to win prizes just for having fun reading. 
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As in the previous 35 years of 
Summer Reading, a unique 
theme will be used to spark the 
imagination of kids and teens. 
This time the Library is 
unleashing Creature Feature, 

where “Wildlife Comes to You” at various Library locations through a collaborative 
exchange with the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. In return, children’s librarians 
accompanied by storybook characters, will host eight different “Zoo Tales.” (* Zoo 
admission or membership applies to storytimes held at the Cincinnati Zoo. All other Summer Reading Creature 
Feature programs are free.) 
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Likewise, there will be plenty of other “edutainment” opportunities going on 
throughout the summer featuring top-notch performers, storytellers, presenters, 
puppeteers, and children’s librarians who know how to make stories jump off the 
pages. Best of all, lots of reading choices that have been carefully selected by the Library’s staff will be readily 
available. Look for their suggested reads on the Library’s website. A new batch will be released each week. 
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It’s easy to get started!  Simply pick up a game card at any Library location around Hamilton County or download 
one from www.CincinnatiLibrary.org/SummerRead/  and start reading. 
Young readers and adults alike earn incentives for reading through several 
different prize levels. Kids and teens who complete Summer Reading will be 
rewarded at the final level with a choice of a book and also receive a yard sign 
acknowledging their efforts as one of our Library Superstars.  
 

Everyone who continues reading beyond the final level can earn more chances 
to win Grand Prizes. The more you read the more chances to win. One Grand 
Prize for each age group will be awarded at all 41 Library locations. For 
preschoolers, the Grand Prize is a Tough Trike. For school-age kids, it’s a 
year-long family membership to the Cincinnati Zoo. For teens, it’s a $25 Target 
gift card. And for adults, it’s a $25 gift certificate good toward purchases to be 
made at the Friends of the Public Library or ���������	�
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����������������� book sales. Additionally, one lucky adult winner will win the 

Ultimate Grand Prize of a $100 gift card redeemable at Joseph-Beth Booksellers plus a one-year Friends’ 
membership.                                           - more -  
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Don’t miss kickoff celebrations for kids on May 30.   
Kids and their families are invited to stop by the any of the 
Library’s 41 locations on Saturday, May 30 between 2:00 and 
4:00 p.m. to enjoy Homemade Brand ice cream courtesy of 
United Dairy Farmers and to decorate a fabric totebag during 
the official Summer Reading kickoff celebration. Everything to 
personalize your totebag will be supplied! 
 

Ten kickoff parties especially for teens  will also be held on 
Friday, June 5.  At the Bond Hill and Mt. Healthy branch libraries 
and the Main Library’s TeenSpot the parties will take place from 4:00–6:00 p.m. At the Anderson, College Hill, 
Covedale, Green Township, Harrison, Reading, and Sharonville branch libraries parties will be held from 6:30–
8:30 p.m. There will be board games or video games, food, and music! Check each location for specifics. 
�

Beach Blanket Book Bash on June 13:  Now adults can join the wave of book-lovers who love Summer 
Reading. Starting at noon on Saturday, June 13 a Beach Blanket Book Bash will 
take place at Joseph-Beth Booksellers in the Rookwood Pavilion for those adults 
and families interested in participating in this year’s Summer Reading program. 
Slip-on your favorite sandals and most colorful flowered shirt, 
and then head for the bookcases.  Wildlife expert and 
Cincinnati Zoo President Thane Maynard will host a special 
family storytime featuring Zoo animals at 12:30 p.m. 
Afterwards, listen to some beach music. Bounce a few 
beachballs. Play some “beachy” games. Show off your best 
“beachcomber” outfit and win a prize. Plus, soak up some 
insight on sizzling hot reads from “those in the know” including representatives 
from the Public Library, 91.7 WVXU radio, and Joseph-Beth as they discuss 

their favorite page-turners for beach and summer reading during this fun-filled kickoff party. 
 

Why does the Library have the Summer Reading Progra m? 
Research compiled by the Center for Summer Learning indicates 
that “all young people experience learning losses when they do 
not engage in educational activities during the summer.” Studies 
indicate that this loss is approximately 2.6 months of grade level 

equivalency in language skills. 
The Library, with our wealth of 
reading and learning 
resources, is in a unique 
position to address what is 
known as the “summer slide.” 
Creature Feature offers kids 
exciting rewards for reading and, at the same time, supports their learning and 
retention of literacy skills over the summer. It has also been proven that one of 
the best ways for parents to get their kids excited about reading is to model it.  
This year’s program provides great opportunities for parents to model reading 
by actually participating in Summer Reading along with their children. 
 

Information:  Stop by your local branch, or refer to the Library’s program 
calendar, to find out what’s happening throughout this eight–week program in 
your neighborhood. For more about Summer Reading 2009: Creature Feature, 
go to www.CincinnatiLibrary.org/SummerRead/ .  
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Special thanks to  our Summer Reading Program sponsors the Friends of the Public Library and the Anderson 
Township Library Association. Additional support was provided for the Kids Program by the H.B., E.W. and F.R. 
Luther Charitable Foundation, Fifth Third Bank and Narley L. Haley, co-trustees; the Kersten Fund; United Dairy 
Farmers; the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden; and for the Adult Program by Joseph-Beth Booksellers. 
Photo captions of all the images pictured in this press release are in the attached “SR Photos” document.  


