
June 12, 2009 
Save the Date: Author Series at the Public Library 

Gardens of Water Author Alan Drew at 
the Main Library on Sunday, June 21 
 

June 21: Powerful, emotional, and beautifully written, Alan Drew’s stunning first 
novel, Gardens of Water, brings to life two unforgettable families—one Kurdish, 

one American–and the sacrifice and love that bind them 
together. Gardens of Water is the featured book of the month 
for June and Mr. Drew will discuss and sign his book at the  
Main Library (800 Vine St.) on Sunday, June 21 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
About the Author: Mr. Drew was born and raised in 
Southern California and has traveled throughout Europe, 
Asia, and the Middle East. He taught English literature for three years at a 
private high school in Istanbul, arriving just four days before the devastating 
1999 Marmara earthquake. In 2004 he completed a master of fine arts degree 
at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, where he was awarded a Teaching/Writing 
Fellowship. He lives with his wife and two children in Philadelphia, and 

teaches fiction writing at Villanova University. 
 

Don’t Miss These Upcoming Author Book-Signing Events: 
 

September 27: Michael Pollan, author of The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four 
Meals, will be appearing at the Cintas Center, Xavier University (1624 Herald Avenue) at 1:00 p.m. 
Co-sponsored with Xavier University’s Ethics/Religion and Society Program. 
 

October 22-23*: During Teen Read Week Patrick Jones, author of Cheated, Chasing Tail Lights, 
Things Change, Nailed, and Stolen Car, will talk about his books and his writing career. 
 

November 5*: Marcia Jones, author of over 100 children’s books, including the Bailey School 
Kids, series will be visiting several Library locations. 
 

NOTE: * These authors will be visiting several locations on these dates. Check 
www.cincinnatilibrary.org  near the dates of their visits for specific locations and times.  
 
The author series is sponsored by the Library Programs Fund and the Kersten Fund.                               
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Featured Book of the Month Series: 
 

The second half of the Public Library’s year-long program, Featured Book of the Month, is 
underway. Many readers have been taking part in this popular program, which was designed to 
introduce them to exciting books they may otherwise overlook. Check out these upcoming titles at 
your neighborhood branch of the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County.  
 

July:  The Somnambulist, Jonathan Barnes  
Set in Victorian London, stage magician/part-time detective Edward Moon and his 
strange assistant, the Somnambulist, uncover a plot to destroy the city while 
investigating the bizarre death of actor Cyril Honeyman. 
 

August: The Other, David Guterson 
From the author of Snow Falling on Cedars comes a brilliant novel    
about friendship and loyalty, as schoolteacher Neil Countryman helps 
recluse John William Barry disappear from society into the remote   

wilderness of the Olympic Mountains. 

 
September: In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto, Michael Pollan 
Bestselling author Michael Pollan discusses what we should eat, why we have 
become so confused about our dietary choices, and how our 
obsession with nutrition is ruining our health. 
 
October: The Art of Racing in the Rain, Garth Stein 
In this heartwarming and beautifully crafted novel, canine Enzo 
evaluates his life on the eve of his death, recalling his days as the 
loving protector of aspiring racecar driver Denny Swift and his 
family. 
 
November: People of the Book, Geraldine Brooks 
When Australian book conservator Hanna Heath finds an insect wing fragment, 
wine stains, salt crystals, and a white hair in the binding of a rare illuminated 
manuscript, she begins to unlock the ancient book’s mysteries and rich history. 

 
December: Under the Banner of Heaven: A Story of Violent Faith, Jon Krakauer 
Jon Krakauer chronicles the true story of Mormon fundamentalists Dan and Ron 
Lafferty, who murdered the wife and infant daughter of their younger brother Allen in 
1984, but claimed they were acting on direct orders from God. 
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