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Mark Twain’s Classic Novel Brings Community Together  
to Share in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  
·  “Tom Sawyer Day” Kickoff: Sunday, October 4 at Eden Park 
 

Read it, Discuss it, Experience it…at Your Library! 
 

The Big Read: Throughout October the Library invites everyone to share in 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by participating in The Big Read. Designed 
by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to restore reading to the 
center of American culture and to address the decline of literary reading, 
especially among youth, The Big Read provides citizens across the nation 
the opportunity to read and discuss a single book within their communities.  
 

The NEA selected our Library to receive a grant to host The Big Read 
program in the Cincinnati / Hamilton County region. Among the classic books offered as part of the 
grant, the Library elected to read one of the greatest American novels, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
by Mark Twain. A fitting title for the Queen City, this beloved story appeals to the kid in us all. 
Starting October 1, visit your local Library to pick up a copy of the book and a reader’s guide. 
 

The Library will present the program October 1–31 in collaboration with the Cincinnati Park Board 
and Joseph-Beth Booksellers (with support from the Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati, Cincinnati 
Family Magazine, the Cincinnati Recreation Commission, and BB Riverboats). Our community will 
celebrate The Adventures of Tom Sawyer with a full calendar of events and book discussions.  There’s 
something planned at all 41 Library locations.  

 

“Tom Sawyer Day” on October 4: The Big Read Kickoff - Celebrate the launch 
of The Big Read during “Tom Sawyer Day” in Eden Park’s Seasongood Pavilion 
on Sunday, October 4 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  During this family-fun event: 
· Hear live music from Jake Speed and the Freddies. 
· Meet Mark Twain and enjoy his friendly wit.   
· Participate in games and a “Tom Sawyer” workshop with an actor from the  

Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati (shown to the left).  
· Learn about Ohio River history and its wildlife with naturalists from the 

Cincinnati Park Board. 
· Pick up your free copy of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (while supplies last). 



Tom Sawyer Gift Packs & BB Riverboat Cruise Giveaways: 
 

• For the Public: Enter to win one of five Tom Sawyer gift packs featuring copies of the novel and 
prizes courtesy of Joseph-Beth Booksellers and the Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati. Log onto 
www.cincinnatifamilymagazine.com/ to enter. 
 

• For Teachers: Enter to win a free workshop for your classroom with the Children’s Theatre of 
Cincinnati. Log onto www.cincinnatifamilymagazine.com/ to enter. 
 

• Grand Prize Drawing: Read the book, pick up a reader’s guide or attend one of The Big Read 
programs at your local Library to be entered to win two tickets good for a BB Riverboat cruise. One 
pair of tickets will be given away at each of the Library’s 41 locations in Hamilton County courtesy of 
BB Riverboats. 
 

Special thanks to the following organizations for supporting The Big Read:  
· The Cincinnati Park Board  
· BB Riverboats 
· Joseph-Beth Booksellers 
· Cincinnati Family Magazine  

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Hear About “The Life & Times of Mark Twain” at the Main Library: Join Dr. Leland Person, 
Professor of English at the University of Cincinnati, as he discusses the life and times of Mark Twain 
on Sunday, October 18 at 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library’s Huenefeld Tower Room. Find out about the 
events that influenced him to write The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, and then take in this year’s Inland 
Rivers exhibit in the Main Library’s Cincinnati Room.    
 

View the Exhibit “Down by the Riverside: Life on the Ohio and Mississippi” at the Main 
Library: Life along the riverside was often bustling and exciting since rivers were a major means of 
transportation and commerce in the 19th century. One of the Library’s many first edition authors’ 
collections is the Mark Twain collection. In addition to first editions of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
and other works by Twain, this exhibit, to be on display from September 19 through October 18 in the 
Cincinnati Room at the Main Library, will feature a few of his letters. Journals and logbooks from 
steamboat and towboat captains and images from the Inland Rivers Library will complete the exhibit 
exploring life down along the beautiful Ohio and mighty Mississippi.  
 

Call 513-369-6945 for information or log onto www.CincinnatiLibrary.org   
for more details about The Big Read. 

 
 
 
 

 


